
Black & White Photography 
Presented by Tony Mistretta 

January 26, 2012 



Why Black & White? 

Å It all started with B&W 
Å B&W is a form of 
abstraction 
Å Attention to lines, 
shapes, texture, contrast 
Å Good for landscapes, 
portraits, photo-
journalism, low-light 
conditions 



What makes a good B&W Image? 

ÅContrast 

ÅTexture 

ÅLines & shapes 

ÅBroad tonal range 

ÅDeep blacks 

ÅBright whites 

ÅComposition 

ÅLighting 

ÅMessage 



ñThere are no rules for good 

photographs,  

there are only good 

photographs.ò 
 

- Ansel Adams 



Ansel Adams Zone System 

ÅVisualization 

ÅExposure Control 

ÅContrast Control 





Digital Zone System 

RGB Luminance Values: 
      0             1-28          29-57       58-85       86-113    114-142    143-170   171-198   199-227   228-254      255         

 

   0          I        II        III       IV        V       VI      VII     VIII      IX       X 

Lightroom Luminance Values: 
      0             1-11          12-22       23-33        34-44       45-55        56-66        67-77       78-88         89-98         99 

 



B&W Conversion Methods 

ÅPhotoshop 
ÅGradient Map  

ÅLab Lightness Channel 

ÅChannel Mixer 

ÅB&W Adjustment Layer 

ÅLightroom 
ÅB&W Presets 

ÅB&W Conversion Panel 

ÅNik Silver Effex Pro (Plug-in) 

 



B&W Conversion Tips 

ÅShoot in color ς RAW mode 
Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ-saturate or heavily process prior to 

conversion 
ÅObserve zone system using histogram and 

pinpoint lightness information 
ÅDodge & burn to lighten & darken as needed 
ÅTry to have good range of tones from deep 

blacks to bright whites 
ÅAvoid blown out whites and heavily blocked 

blacks 
 
 



My B&W Images 






















