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Tonightôs agenda

ÅWeôll spend the 1st half of tonightôs talk discussing making 
photo prints using online photo labs:

ÅWhy make prints?
ÅA few print examples.
ÅPros and Cons of lab prints versus inkjet prints.
ÅDiscussion and demo of ROES photo lab ordering software.

ÅDuring the 2 nd half of the evening weôll discuss printing your 
images using an inkjet photo printer.

ÅTypes of digital printers.
ÅDiscussion of print fade.
ÅA few inkjet photo printer recommendations.
ÅA few useful printing tips
ÅColor management
ÅPhoto workflow
ÅQimage (specialized printing software) demo



Why make prints?? Just my views, of course.

ÅTaking lots of pictures is easy, but making prints can be a 
hassle.

ÅOnce you get over a few hurdles, making and viewing your 
photo prints can be extremely satisfying.

ÅPeopleôs expectation of a good photographer includes being 
able to produce great prints.

ÅThe tradition of photography has always been about the print.

ÅPrints can make excellent gifts which can have great

sentimental value!



Which way to go ïlab prints versus inkjet

ÅToday we have two excellent methods of making photo prints 
ïphoto lab, either local or web -based, and inkjet printer.

ÅBoth methods can produce accurate, colorful, and long lasting 
(archival) prints.

ÅLab prints can be less expensive for the smaller sizes and 
pretty much hassle free.

ÅInkjet prints are great, particularly if you prefer matte/fine art 
papers or like to have total control of the process.



Lab prints vs. inkjet prints - pros/cons

Lab prints - pros

ÅNo hassles or worries about 
inkjet printer maintenance. 

ÅTypically lowest cost per print 
at the small sizes such as 4ò x 6ò 
but depends upon the printer.

ÅOnline print labs offer a wide 
array of options such as 
templates, magnets, press 
printed prints etc.

ÅLab prints are extremely 
robust in terms of water and 
scratch resistance.

Lab prints - cons

ÅNo instant gratification.

ÅLimited paper choices, typically 
luster or glossy unless the lab 
supports inkjet prints.

ÅShipping costs vary but can 
impact the cost of small orders.

ÅLimited ability to experiment 
with picture edits or paper types.



Inkjet prints vs. lab prints - pros/cons

Inkjet prints - pros

ÅUnlimited ability to experiment 
with photo editing because of 
the instant feedback.

ÅWide range of inkjet paper 
choices as pretty much all of the 
major paper suppliers support 
HP, Epson and Canon inkjet 
printers.

ÅTypically lower cost per print 
at the 8ò x 10ò and larger print 
sizes.

Inkjet prints - cons

ÅInkjet printer maintenance 
does require some periodic 
attention, particularly 
pigment -based printers.

ÅThe larger printers can 
require a fair amount of desk 
or office space.

ÅPigment -based printers often 
waste a fairly significant 
amount of ink due to periodic 
head cleaning cycles.



Ordering online photo prints using ROES

ÅROES (Remote Order Entry System) is an easy to use, cross -
platform ordering solution for lab prints.

ÅUsing the software is simple: select a folder of images, select a 
product you want to order then drag and drop.

ÅMost, if not all of the online photo labs support print ordering 
using ROES. Once you learn it you can easily order photos with 
any lab that supports ROES ordering.

ÅHereôs a few photo lab recommendations:
ÅBay Photo Labs  - www.bayphoto.com

ÅWHCC (White House Custom Color) - www.whcc.com
ÅMpix ïwww.mpix.com
ÅACI (American Color Imaging) - www.acilab.com
ÅApollo Photo Imagizing ïwww.apollo - imagizing.com

ÅThe best way to explain ROES is with a demo.



Two types of digital photo printers

Dye-sublimation printer

These use a ribbon carrying colored panels of special 
dye, and this dye is transferred to specially treated paper 
by a thermal process. The main advantage with dye-sub 
printers is that they produce almost perfect photo -
quality prints, as the image is built up in transparent 
layers rather than a pattern of tiny dots. Major 
manufacturers of dye-sub printers include Kodak and 
Olympus.

Inkjet printer

Inkjet printers have a head which moves rapidly over the 
surface of the paper. In this head are a number of tiny 
nozzles, through which minute droplets of ink are forced, 
spraying onto the paper in tiny but precisely measured 
quantities, as many as 30,000 droplets per second. Major 
manufacturers of inkjet printers include HP, Epson and 
Canon.



A word about print fade

ÅHistorically, photographs printed using a computer printer have had a 
nasty reputation for fading over a fairly short period of time.

ÅMany of todayôs inkjet photo printers, when used with their 
proprietary ink and paper , will produce fade -free prints for many years.

ÅCanon, HP and Epson all make claims of 100 +/ - year fade resistance 
for color and up to 200 years for black and white prints.

ÅTodayôs pigment photo printers offer the best print longevity 
numbers although several of the newer dye -base printers have 
extremely long resistance to fading.




