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Why Black & White?
•Abstraction 
•Beauty 
•Versatility

Harry Callahan, Chicago, 1950



Workshop Content 
• What Makes a Good B&W Photograph 
• Ansel Adams Approach – Zone System 
• Masters of B&W Photography 
• B&W in the Digital Age / Demo 
• B&W image studies – Group discussion

The Tetons and Snake River 
Ansel Adams,  1942



What makes a good B&W 
photograph?

•Content 
•Composition 
•Contrast

Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite National Park, Ansel Adams, 1940



Common B&W Themes
• Animals 

• Architecture 

• Cityscape/Street 
• Flowers/Plants/Fruit 
• Landscape 

• Metaphor/Abstract 
• Music/Dance 

• Nude/Body

• Pattern 
• Photojournalism 
• People/Portraiture 
• Seascape/Water 
• Sports 
• Still Life 
• Texture 
• Travel 



Ansel Adams Approach
•Visualization 
•Exposure Control 
•Contrast Control

Oak Tree Snowstorm, Yosemite National Park, Ansel Adams, 1948





Photo by Imogen Cunningham, 1975

Ansel Adams, 1902-1984
• Known for his 

photographs of the 
American landscape 

• Author of numerous 
books including 
instruction 

• Invented the Zone 
System 

• Co-founded Group f/
64 

• Advocate of National 
Parks



Monolith, Face of Half Dome 
Yosemite National Park 
Ansel Adams, 1927



Moonrise, Ansel Adams, Hernandez, New Mexico, 1941



Aspens, Ansel Adams, Northern New Mexico, 1958



El Capitan, Winter Sunrise 
Yosemite National Park 
Ansel Adams, 1968



Magnolia Blossom, Imogen Cunningham, 1925



The Steerage 
Alfred Stieglitz, 1907



Hands and Thimble 
Alfred Stieglitz, 1920



The Family, Paul Strand, 1953



Snow on Garage Door 
Minor White, 1960



Three Generations of Welsh Miners, Eugene Smith, 1950



Tomoko in the Bath, Minimata, Japan, Eugene Smith, 1972



Eleanor 
Harry Callahan, New York, 1945
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Make Great B&W Photographs 
with Digital Technology
• Shoot in Raw Mode 
• Shoot in Color 
•Pay careful attention to lighting and 
composition 
•“There are no rules for good 
photographs, there are only good 
photographs.” – Ansel Adams



Tips for Good B&W 
Photography:
• Pay attention to tone & contrast 
• Pay attention to shadow & highlights 
• Search for texture 
• Make use of lines and shapes 
• Photograph in low light and make use of noise/grain 
• OK to shoot with overcast skies 
• OK to mix light sources 
• Open lens aperture for portraits, close it down for 

landscapes 
• Look for portraits with character 
• Look for silhouettes



Digital Color to B&W Conversion

•Lightroom Develop Module 
•Lightroom Presets 
•Camera Raw Conversion 
•Photoshop B&W Adjustment Filter 
•Photoshop Channel Mixer Adj Filter 
•Nik Silver Efex Pro Plug-in 
•Topaz B&W Effects Plug-in 



Also Consider
• Infrared Photography 
• Digital Camera converted to make 
infrared photographs 

• Use R72 Filter on Camera (requires 
tripod) 

• Use infrared film 

•B&W Solarization 
• Easy using Nik Color Efex Solarization 
Filter



Image Studies
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/1/photographs/79566 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/12/photographs/81094 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/51/photographs/79971 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/5/photographs/80139 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/30/photographs/80569 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/2/photographs/79645 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/8/photographs/80406 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/53/photographs/80248 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/14/photographs/81253 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/10/photographs/80724 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/54/photographs/80280 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/43/photographs/81185 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/50/photographs/79806 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/15/photographs/81313 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/11/photographs/80759 

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/52/photographs/80051

http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/1/photographs/79566
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/12/photographs/81094
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/51/photographs/79971
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/5/photographs/80139
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/30/photographs/80569
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/2/photographs/79645
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/8/photographs/80406
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/53/photographs/80248
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/14/photographs/81253
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/10/photographs/80724
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/54/photographs/80280
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/43/photographs/81185
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/50/photographs/79806
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/15/photographs/81313
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/11/photographs/80759
http://www.bandwmag.com/galleries/bw/contests/23/categories/52/photographs/80051


Resources
• Masters of Photography  
• http://www.masters-of-photography.com 

• Black and White Magazine 
• http://www.bandwmag.com/ 

• Creative Black & White, ebook by Harry Davis 
• Digital Photography Tips & Techniques

http://www.masters-of-photography.com/
http://www.bandwmag.com/


Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse, Nova Scotia, Tony Mistretta, 2006


