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It is impossible to know everything about the internet…  

There are many, many, many, many, many photography websites…  

I am covering the most popular… 

I am leaving out “social” and “mobile” orientated aspects of posting images 
on the web… 

I’m only going to mention options for the do it yourselfer…  

I could talk all night but some people need to go home to sleep…  

 

disclaimer… 





• To share with friends and family 

• To share my photos with the world 

• To sell my photography 

• To share with clients 

• To feel Facebook love 

• To have my photos critiqued / to learn 

Why post photos on the web? 



The Goods 
• Exposure: Get more people to see your photography. 

• Easier to do. 

• Make money. 

The Bads 
• There are bad guys (and gals) out there. 

• Posting images of people w/out model release can get you in trouble. 

• (There are probably other subject matter that can get you in trouble, I suggest you check 
with an attorney). 

• Your images may be stolen  

• Might be good, might be bad (A stolen image with your watermark and website address 
could drive people to your website). 

 
The goods and bads of sharing with the public. 



• Password protected websites 
• Password protected galleries 
• Secret web addresses / URLs  

What do you need to consider if you do not wish 
the public to see your photography. 

• Post lower resolution images if protection is not enabled 
• Use Watermarks (copyright information on the image) 
• Model releases (On file of people images you post) 

What do you need to consider if you post images 
for the public to see your photography. 



The Social Group 

The File Sharers 

The Community 

The Professionals 

The Bookmakers + 



Free “All 
public” 
view 

Can 
limit 
who 
sees 

Secret 
URL 

Password 
protect 
Galleries 

Protect 
image 
download 

Can 
sell 
images 

Allows 
critiquing 

Facebook Yes Login Yes No No No No Yes but* 

Flickr Yes Yes Yes No No No No Yes 

Zenfolio None Yes $ Yes $ No Yes $ Yes $ Yes $$ Yes $ 

Smugmug None Yes $ Yes $ No Yes $ Yes $ Yes $$ Yes $ 

Dropbox Some No Yes Yes n/a n/a No No 

500px Some Yes No Yes $ Paid Yes Yes Yes 

Shutterfly Yes Yes Yes Yes No No At cost Yes 

“Top Sites” Survey Summary 

Zenfolio and Smugmug’s premium services also allows you to customize the pages to 
your desires and sell photos for profit. 
 
*Facebook is prone to be “Facebook Love” when it comes to critiquing. 



Facebook requires users to be logged into the website to see any content.  
Content is displayed based on the user’s privacy rules  

 

 

 

These websites will show photos to anyone (no login required).  Content is 
displayed based on the user’s privacy rules 

 flicker (Yahoo),    Picasa (Google+) 

 

 

 

 

 You must set privacy rules for your photos. 

Example: Password protected websites 

www.facebook.com 

www.flickr.com www.picasa.com 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.picasa.com/




You set up a gallery that is private and set up a password.   

You send the password to prospective viewers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is great if say you photograph a little league baseball game and send 
parents to the website (via a link and password) to see the photos for 
purchase. 

Example: Galleries that are protected  

www.zenfolio.com www.smugmug.com 

http://www.zenfolio.com/
http://www.smugmug.com/


Photo.net  

500px  

PSA  

Panoramio 

• Geotagging 

• Google Friendly 

• Exposure 

 

Sites that provide critiquing  

www.500px.com 

www.photo.net 

www.psa-photo.org 

http://www.panoramio.com 

http://www.500px.com/
http://www.photo.net/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
http://www.panoramio.com/


You set up a gallery and receive a complicated URL. 

You send the URL to people who you wish to see your gallery. 

Those people may send this url to others to also see this gallery. 

 

Example Secret URLs / web addresses 

www.dropbox.com www.yousendit.com 

www.shutterfly.com 

http://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.yousendit.com/
http://www.shutterfly.com/


Dropbox appears to be a folder on your computer. 

Anything you place in this folder  is copied into the cloud. 

You can share this folder two ways 

• Share  link: Send a link to the folder (no need to be a Dropbox user) 

• Share  folder: Invite users to have access of the folder (need to be a 
Dropbox user) 

• After sharing a folder everyone sees the same files.  Everyone can add or subtract 
files inside that folder. 

Beware 

• Anything you move out or delete will be moved out or deleted from other 
people’s folder.  

More about DropBox 



Zenfolio www.zenfolio.com  (as prints, digital downloads) 

Smugmug www.smugmug.com (as prints, digital downloads 

Shutterfly www.shutterfly.com (as books) 

MagCloud  www.magcloud.com (as magazines) 

Blurb (as books) www.blurb.com (as books) 

iStockphoto www.istockphoto.com (stock photography) 

Corbis www.corbis.com (stock photography) 

 

Sites to sell your photography 

http://www.zenfolio.com/
http://www.smugmug.com/
http://www.shutterfly.com/
http://www.magcloud.com/
http://www.blurb.com/
http://www.istockphoto.com/
http://www.corbis.com/


You pay a “service fee’ based on selling price and service level (annual fee)  

You set up price lists 

You do the marketing (advertising and promotion) 

They fulfill the orders and take care of the of the “Back End”  

Zenfolio 

• Prints by mpix, MpixPro, Miller’s Lab  

• Easy to use interface to quickly build a website 

Smugmug – 9 months ago changed focus to professional users 

• Prints by Bayphoto, whcc, ezprints 

• Books by Zookie, Zoho, Mycanvas, Blurb 

• Business cards by Moo 

• Complicated yet comprehensive user interface 

 

Both also sell photo merchandise and allow you to sell digital downloads of your images  

Selling Images 







Facebook: Free 

Flickr: Free 

Zenfolio: $30, $60, $120, $250 (depending on ecommerce) 

Smugmug: $40, $60, $150, $300 (depending on ecommerce) 

Dropbox: Free, $99, $199, $499 (depending on disk space used (Gigabytes)) 

500 px: Free, $25, $75 

Shutterfly: Free (Pay for prints). 

 

 

>> All prices are annual 

Pricing 



Smugmug Vs Zenfolio 
SM 
Basic 

SM 
Power 

SM 
Portfolio 

SM 
Business 

ZF 
Basic 

ZF 
Unlimited 

ZF  
Premium 

ZF 
Business 

Price 40 60 150 300 30 60 120 250 

Storage Unlimit Unlimit Unlimit Unlimit 4GB Unlimit Unlimit Unlimit 

Customization None Look Complete 
Your own 
code 

Complete 
Your own 
code 

Look Look and 
Domain 
Name 

Look and 
Domain 
Name 

May add 
your own 
code 

Right click 
protection 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Sell your 
photos 

No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

Custom 
Commerce 

No No No Yes No No Yes Yes 

Flexible Pricing No No One Price 
list 

Multiple 
Price Lists 

No No Yes Yes 

Prolab Printing No No Yes Yes No No No Yes 

Fees for 
commerce 

n/a n/a .99/digital 
download 
Per print 
costs are 
hidden 

.99/digital 
download 
Per print 
costs are 
hidden 

n/a n/a 12% Prints 
4% you 
fulfill 
8% Digital 
download 

No fee if you 
fulfill 
yourself 



Get 20% off your first year of usage 

Use discount code STONYBROOK20 

Good until July 30, 2013 

 

If you use referral code SDX-AG8-7ZZ, I get credit. 

 

 

For Smugmug if you use referral code zABOQyLLDp5Us, I get credit.  - 

Thanks Zenfolio! 



Free “All 
public” 
view 

Can 
limit 
who 
sees 

Secret 
URL 

Password 
protect 
Galleries 

Protect 
image 
download 

Can 
sell 
images 

Allows 
critiquing 

Facebook Yes Login Yes No No No No Yes but* 

Flickr Yes Yes Yes No No No No Yes 

Zenfolio None Yes $ Yes $ No Yes $ Yes $ Yes $$ Yes $ 

Smugmug None Yes $ Yes $ No Yes $ Yes $ Yes $$ Yes $ 

Dropbox Some No Yes Yes n/a n/a No No 

500px Some Yes No Yes $ Paid Yes Yes Yes 

Shutterfly Yes Yes Yes Yes No No At cost Yes 

“Top Sites” Survey Summary 

Zenfolio and Smugmug’s premium services also allows you to customize the pages to 
your desires and sell photos for profit. 
 
*Facebook is prone to be “Facebook Love” when it comes to critiquing. 



Way beyond the scope of this presentation…  

Consider the following: 

1) You need to register a domain name 

2) You need a hosting service 

3) You need a content management system  

 

 

 

4) You need to learn to use Adobe Dreamweaver, Lightroom and write code. 

For the do-it-yourselfer 

And / Or 



Created in 
Lightroom 



Lightroom 
Web Module 



This page is 
completely 
custom. 

Links to my 
Smugmug 
account 





Smugmug 
Gallery 



Smugmug’s 
gallery view 

This is what it 
is all about 





Zenfolio Home 
Page 



Zenfolio “All Photos” 



Zenfolio ‘s 
Gallery View 



Posting images to websites are similar (but different). 

For sites that do not protect your images (Facebook) 

• Consider posting low res JPEG 60% quality 

• Size around 800 x 600. 

• Watermark with your copyright notice.  Include meta data for your copyrights.  

For websites that provide commerce (Zenfolio, Smugmug) 

• Post highest resolution images 

 

Posting Images 



The Library module has what is called “Publish Services”.  

Publish services enables synchronization of catalogs with a website like 
Facebook, Smugmug, Zenfolio, Dropbox, Flickr, Picasa and Google Drive 

 

Jeffrey Friedl (A photographer in Japan) created a series of Lightroom 
plugins and has posted them on his website for use.  He accepts donations 
for his work. 

http://regex.info/blog/lightroom-goodies 

 

 

Making it easier with Lightroom 

http://regex.info/blog/lightroom-goodies
http://regex.info/blog/lightroom-goodies
http://regex.info/blog/lightroom-goodies
http://regex.info/blog/lightroom-goodies


Publish 
Services 



Links to my 
Smugmug 
account 



All you need to do is 
fill out a form to set 
up. 



Press the publish 
button. 



Keeps track what 
changes. 



Strategy: 

• Decide what you what to achieve by posting images on websites 

Structure: 

• Choose websites that enable you to meet your strategic needs 

Process 

• Pick the tools to make it easy for you to maintain your images on the web 

 

Summary 



Program Comparisons 
Zenfolio: http://www.zenfolio.com/zf/all-features.aspx 

Smugmug: http://www.smugmug.com/photos/photo-sharing-features/ 

500px: https://500px.com/upgrade 

Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/pricing 
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